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The Baptist Pastor
Quarterly Newsletter from the Pastoral Support Team 

 

True Biblical Re
I have often heard how Pastors enthusiastically relate what they term ‘revival’ in the church they
are privilege to serve. Spontaneous worship, fervent prayer and a visible increase in attendance
are just some of the criteria they measure ‘revival’ by. 
Most pastors and churches would be grateful for some of the ‘signs of revival,’ but is this what
True Biblical Revival is all about? I will attempt to give a truly Biblical description of Revival.

The word ‘revival’ is from the Hebrew word ‘chayah’ and means ‘to bring back to life.’ It also
means a restoration, rejuvenation or renewal after spiritual neglect, oblivion or obscurity.
Various definitions have been offered to describe revival. Here are some:
‘God’s quickening visitation of His people, touching their hearts and deepening His work of grace
in their lives.’ J.I. Packer.   
 
‘The sovereign act of God, in which He restores His own backsliding people to repentance, faith
and obedience.’ Stephen Olford.

‘The return of the Church from her backsliding and the conversion of sinners.’ Charles Finney

‘The awakening or quickening of God’s people to their true nature and purpose.’ Robert
Coleman.

‘A community saturated with God.’ Duncan Campbell.

As noted in the various descriptive definitions of revival, revival affects the individual, the church,
the community and the unrepentant sinners, bringing them to salvation in Jesus Christ.

Here is a Biblical example of True Revival.
In the days of the young King Josiah, there was a revival in the nation of Israel (2 Chronicles
chapters 34 and 35). In spite of God’s rich mercies to His covenant people they frequently
forsook His ways and followed the surrounding nations in the false worship. In the days of
Josiah, God intervened and brought them back to Himself and the whole nation was transformed.
How did this revival come about?

Firstly, there was a rediscovery of God’s Word (2 Chron. 34:14-18). 
In the ruins of the abandoned temple workmen found ‘a book of the Law of the Lord given by
Moses.’ Having brought it to the king, they listened as it was read. This was the beginning of the
revival which transformed the nation. 
At the origin and at the centre of all true revival we should find the Word of God. Emotional
experiences may be real, but they can be created by psychological manipulation. Where there is
true revival, the Word of God is faithfully read, fervently preached and fearlessly taught. God still
speaks to us by His precious unadulterated and infallible Word.

Biblical Revival Part 1
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Secondly, there was a desire for truth (2 Chronicles 34:21).
Josiah wanted to know the truth and he sent messengers to ‘inquire of the Lord’. Where
God’s Holy Spirit is at work, there is a desire for truth, not just phenomena or emotion.
True revival will produce a sincere desire and hunger for God’s Word.
When Jesus Christ prayed for His disciples, He said to His father, ‘Sanctify them by Your
truth, Your Word is truth’ (John 17:17). Where there is a true work of grace, believers will
want to be fed. They will read God’s Word for themselves, go where they hear the God’s
truth faithfully preached and taught. They will also want to meet regularly with God’s
people to study the Word and learn more about the one who saved them by His grace.

To be continued................

Overview of a book on rcommended reading list

Restoring the Soul of your Leadership
Seeking God in the Crucible of Ministry
 By Ruth Haley Barton
(Published by IVP 2008)                                             Review by Peter Smallbones

This book will refresh the spirit of any Pastor who is feeling spiritually tired and who is feeling that
they have neglected their own spiritual life. In fact, this is a must read! She makes the point that “You
can gain the whole world of leadership and lose your own soul, your connection with deep places
within where God's Spirit witnesses with your spirit.” Those in spiritual leadership positions are all too
aware of those times when we are running on empty and the disasters that follow! Using the life of
Moses Ms. Barton takes you on a journey that explores these deep places in your soul – the essence
of your relationship with God – and how it affects your leadership of others. 
Pastors are spiritual leaders and not just leaders of an organisation that is called the church. It
therefore means that our leadership is not simply about following the latest trends and fads but is
absolutely dependent on our personal spiritual lives. In her words the book explores “the relationship
between a person's private encounters with God in solitude and the call to leadership in the public
arena. What difference does solitude and spiritual seeking make in the life of a leader - really?”
It took Moses 40 years after he ran away from Egypt before he saw the “burning” bush. He only
became a leader once he became aware of the presence of God. This book brings to light the
struggles and joys that Moses experienced as a spiritual leader who learnt to be attentive to the voice
of God. To quote Leighton Ford in his forward “This book will surely help you to be attentive to the
God who is the strength of your soul, and the heart of your leadership.”
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Pastors Reading Recommendations

Please  send through your recommendations of reading 
material, resource material or podcasts that you have found helpful in your Spiritual Growth for the
Pastroal Support Team to consider for inclusion on the list. 

Please pray for: -

Inglis family at the loss of both Rick and Jean after a period of illness.
Please pray for Japie VanKampen pastor of Newcastle Baptist as he struggles with
cancer.
 
Please pray for Cheryl Clack as she adjusts to her new life without her beloved
Kenny. Kenny Clack served our Baptist Churches for over 40 years and was
taken home this past December 

Send us your news and prayer requests we want to assist each other by offering
support and encouragement. 

Resources 

News from our colleagues 

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=DxOFiV9NTjM

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=dMrnESmyOLI

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=wIzjOSh1Vak
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P R A C T I C A L  P A S T O R A L  C O M P L I A N C E
I S S U E S  F O R  T H E  L O C A L  C H U R C H

Ensure that all your employees have a valid income tax number.
https://www.sars.gov.za/ClientSegments/Individuals/How-Register-Tax

Ensure that the church is a registered employer to submit the tax for the
employees.

https://www.sars.gov.za/TaxTypes/PAYE/Pages/Registering-for-
PAYE.aspx

Make sure that the monthly deduction for church employee include UIF.
https://www.ufiling.co.za/

 NPO registration  
http://www.npo.gov.za/

NPO narrative Reports submitted 
https://www.gov.za/documents/nonprofit-organisations-act-model-
narrative-report-non-profit-organisations-draft

Check that your church is compiling with good governance guidelines and
submitting annual reports.

If you are in need of any help or support 
please contact the pastoral support team 

by emailing 
PastoralSupportTeam @baptistunion.org.za

www.baptistunion.org.za.

https://www.sars.gov.za/ClientSegments/Individuals/How-Register-Tax
https://www.sars.gov.za/TaxTypes/PAYE/Pages/Registering-for-PAYE.aspx
https://www.ufiling.co.za/
http://www.npo.gov.za/
https://www.gov.za/documents/nonprofit-organisations-act-model-narrative-report-non-profit-organisations-draft
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For the Pastor's Wife 
by Juliana Dreyer

We're ‘just ordinary girls’ called to be the helpmate of a man of God and given an 'ownership'
title of Pastor's Wife. Along with this comes natural responsibilities, unexpected 
 responsibilities as well as unfulfilled expectations, which most times takes us by surprise and
determines how we view 'the rest of our ministry' life going forward. In my 31years of ministry
as a Pastor’s Wife, I have had more experiences in my life that I would ever have thought of
crediting to 'just an ordinary girl’, yet these experiences have no doubt shaped me into who I
am today....not only the Pastor's Wife but 'ME', ordinary me...ordinary girl. I use the term
'ordinary' very reverently...not undermining who we are but to describe...we have no special
magical powers....we are just like anyone else who has a responsibility to look after our souls,
our bodies and our minds.....and as a wife and mother, to take care of our husbands and
children.

Joys and Excitement
I have found much joy in being a Pastors Wife. When we enter a new church, the excitement
of new ministry opportunities. Meeting new people. Being respected. Seeing lives change.
Helping others…and just coming alongside my husband in ministry….and oh, let me not
forget…being called ‘the first lady’. Many a Pastor’s Wife found her gift and passion while in
ministry. She never thought she could lead a Bible Study or a Women’s Ministry or run the
Social Ministry at her church. I can attest to this….Wow – the things I find myself doing today
blows my own mind and most of it I discovered while being in ministry alongside my husband.
It brings me joy and emanates so much excitement. The rewards of ministry is such a
blessing.

Challenges
This is where the “unfulfilled expectations” come in. I mean…we are in ministry – right? We
doing God’s work – right? We standing faithfully alongside our husbands – right? Everything is
going to be alright - right? My expectation of us going into ministry is that we will always be
respected, we will always be cared for, we will always have people around us, we will always
have the church board holding our arms up in prayer, and our ship will sail smoothly….
Oh – I can give many examples of how my expectations were dashed….how we got dropped
like hot potatoes. How my heart was wrenched by people I trusted. How I had to be strong
when my insides were crumbling. How I felt all alone. How my love anchor for my husband
was shaken. How I literally “ate my tears” during this time of being a Pastor’s Wife……
definitely not my expectation when we went into ministry…our ship will sail smoothly…I mean
– we are giving our best. Then reality hit and as quickly as the challenges came, I realised
that we have an enemy who is not happy with what we are doing, so he will do his utmost to
cause waves so that we do not sail smoothly….I also quickly realised that he can only cause
waves if given permission by my extra-ordinary God. 

Today, I can share of my growth through all of this …my understanding that I am ‘just an
ordinary girl' who needs to trust God explicitly, like everyone else, and that every experience
in our lives, is a stepping stone taking us forward.

DIvine Ability
This ‘ordinary girl’, one just like any other, maybe some different responsibilities and
challenges, needed to trust, needed to get up, needed to be determined, needed to take care
of ‘the Me’….yes, this ‘ordinary girl’, was determined to trust in the Divine Ability of her extra-
ordinary God. The One who saved her at a very young age, has kept her for over forty years,
not as a Pastor’s Wife but as a sinner saved by grace.
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. 
Pastor’s Wives, believe what is written in Jude verse 24 “Now unto Him that is able to keep
you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy”.
Throughout your ministry, God is able to keep you. His Divine ability is experienced. During
the many joys and excitement, as well as the many challenges.

He is able to do immeasurably more…Ephesians 3:20 ”Now to Him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine 
He is able to deliver…Daniel 3:17 ”If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve
is able to deliver us from it” 
He is able to fulfil promises…Romans 4:21 “and being fully assured that what God had
promised, He was able also to perform” 
God has proved over and over that He is ABLE…..remember, we are ’just ordinary girls’, yes…
saved firstly by grace and then kept by the enabling power of our Divine Enabler as we
journey this path of Pastor’s Wife. May you be a blessing where you have been planted and
beyond.

If  you are in need of support 
 please  feel free to contact the Pastors Wives

Support Team  on
PastorsWivessupportNetwork@baptistunion.org.za   

Manse Fund Update 
Manse Fund 
Please send through your updated personal information
to patricia@baptistunion.org.za
to ensure you recieve a gift form the fund.

NAME OF PASTOR’S WIFE 

BIRTHDATE

NAME OF CHURCH 

BEST CONTACT DETAILS 

FULL NAME OF ACCOUNT HOLDER 
BANK 

BRANCH NUMBER

ACCOUNT NUMBER 

DETAILS FOR ANY CHANGES OR ADDITIONS FOR BANKING


